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The g\oba\ context —
the capitalist system

eading out from the national situation in
RSouth Africa, what is the basic structure
of the global capitalist economy? Why is
it so difficult to achieve social and environmental

goals? The key elements of the capitalist system
are as follows.

The capitalist class

This is about two per cent of the global population.
Within this class there are also considerable
differences of wealth. These people own and
control the “means of production” That is, they
own most the things that are used to produce
goods and services, factories, farms, offices and so
on. The richest 1 per cent alone owns 40 per cent
of global household wealth (UNU-Wider 2006).
For example 25 million rich Americans receive as
much income as 57 per cent of the world’s people
(New Internationalist 2004: 21).

The proletariat

I use this archaic term from Marx because the
“proletariat” is a lot larger and more diverse than
the group we normally call “working class”. It is
this working class and more. We can define the
proletariat as being made up of all the people
who need to work to get a wage. They have to sell
their labour to live, or if they are unable to sell
their labour they can at most “get by” in extreme
poverty. While some of this class are not actually
employed it is hard for them to survive without
some income. To that extent they are available for
work if the capitalist class can give them a job.
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Internationally today, this is a very disparate group,
including rich professionals, the middle class of
all countries, the employed working class of rich
and developing countries, and the unemployed
of all countries — both the urban poor and rural
peasants eking out a living from subsistence.

We can think of this international proletariat
today as divided between a global consuming
class, mostly located in the rich countries, and a
class of global poor. The afluent middle class of all
countries and the relatively affluent working class
of the developed world are this global consuming
class. They are probably between 10 per cent and
20 per cent of the world’s population — no more
than one billion people. For example, the richest
10 per cent of adults account for 85 per cent of the
total of household wealth (UNU-Wider 2006). 20
per cent of the world’s people in the high-income
countries account for 86 per cent of total private
consumption expenditures (UNDP 1998: 2).

Finally, the rest of the world’s population are
the global poor — the unemployed of developed
countries and the subsistence peasants, low-
wage workers and unemployed urbanites of
developing countries. A large fraction of these
people — 840 million — do not get adequate
energy and protein in their diet and at least
another billion are anaemic from food shortages

(UNDP 1998: 49, 50; Sachs 2005).



304,30+
3, B, PPH
(=TR0A3 B2
Ctisgiigele
B ) BB
HIBRER

53, 8223 Sk
<, BER 50
L) 08
) B0 * GR35,
B, BPS T
SRS HER2
B32)8 B
. STHB0)
BEEC P

KBTS, 3(
Rk
@S~ 3
Jois . Fe. ks
2" Y, B
BRISS* B) 5
W 0AG6
U, eRBhE
/- BB
DIP) 3K,
G 1T

EEE:-%::

B 558
BER, Y S285
5 FVSY=1a
S8, B
SOREPETG
20 . 82,0
25 R,
s Rl Shei e
O B2
ORI 4 @
FEEH
SPRPESORIE
350,39 @) < D
@S03Bb

F)EBA BT
a2 /b
SP25E8, B9
@R
3 5EBEeR 3
TP, SIGHRE
B, 920

Z YW
s |

S E98) 1 5
3 35 BB
BEBS: FE2D B
5,81 20258
@ B 3 ) PR
* )\ BERC S )
7) R
2.
'S BO2B PHETBH

(BIITES, PRI
* , YBPP) SE02
"BOERTI B Y
") 2B
B, BFWSOSIE
TRB, 9 B =,
5903258, 3 @R b1
R P>, 0]
SN0, W3O
GRg)c o )02
R B B
) OB
> CEE, Y B3E2

‘G b e B
® % $"

& B B
T 8903 30258
B . WIS
329 090 58 )). B
53, B SB5T) 30
RS (57
WD G
k) G
RS T E o
10,89 & BB
@O PTSWER
63 TR

SRS
BBE SWpH
BB, b

B, D
15 BYSS61. 5@, 57
08 58 ABR, BT
I, 8, 79
IG5 : B9 B9
OB Y &

37



B "l
N R
‘&%BH ) $8)
( # * &
VR &R
1& ) ¢
(&*#  $8)
) H#H &
b RS (S
g *1 S
#17&%
18) '*  '#
)
% 6,
|08 #
H &

B* ‘**#%
& ' "$)-9.
K77 S
g # L 1&
B D %.
%) &* #
& 'l 1
&8 (8
&" -8
£) & FLH#. B
'*)#'* '
@ B

S B
B*) "'& *#
e ¥ %
P+ ()0

* ! |*+
% % () 0

$'#)$) @
B* )& $
k $ -)q_)
)& *#

(1.8 '%. B '$& '3

J1&) * &% # 1 BB *
.3, % &S

(# 0&' B *"&

(' &) AL &MH*)

t &8 &

RS #) BB&" A

| OBR. ' ¥ *

$8) +& *# ¥ N(S

# 1 0 H&% S &

($#  #H*H#) $%

B D

)& H ) I

& 'S WH# O# *B
L. &$' #K & O'# #18

) WB ' '# H&D

$ St SHH $'8S

' HER (A ¥1

Bt Oeb() ! 198 ) +
) W#HY 1& 0'4

% (M.

N
-/

W@ H# .. #'&k

4% $¢$ B HY *8
$ & H, 6%

CH )& (&%

H.& 'S8 0 D %
0 ®w $ *&

R GE: I D A b

&% WH, &
# 5 & SO % '+
OFOB* $ $) O & *)

Y HO.B X % &SR
e @ H#S '8
%S08 *4B*)
8% & &

GRLEF 'S ) & 9L
BB W

# G '#) ! & ##
W ) ) #) (1 &
WEH % B H

) R BBl # )
PS8 #(Y) ) & (

# V3 LB &
9BL(%)! (' #, e

%. &$'. 'S # & ' B
aI'H&D *_s* % %

%



B8
& BLW
I oo %

¥ & O
33)° S )
&-"1

) P #s
| HERE
Fr&Y !

& ! 1#98
# ')
3
r&yd - 2
R
8 H 1
T AW
X )8
" #'$-ﬁ
W
B % o

)8 "HS)
: # )R
I2_ , -
P& 19+
)" 886
bR
g )
GR% &I
&I )
Z& TR

5y * 7465
)
G4 ()
49y @
19196 QD
" @6 S
# X (€]
. $ &

TR 118

! e -9
$ L %
Y& -'#J |4
&6 &
88 #&6)
HK) -
- 6" SEHEHB
Vg 1
tOTS&
yok )
6) PHBEL

B 2 <+ BB

i &% ( 2- 2 ¥
RS V&G & & 2
WL WD

3 @y B 9 &)

& "$HB& - #(

# DR (), B -
& BB

)% W& &-" &R - |
e #%3 " 2

&) ¥ )!98 @

AL G

-9 Y (YR H
B 2&" &' M
$, #& &W " & 6
8) &' B -
@B 1 yES BE
BBHY- ) B
By &) | 820
R R K
HBE"WH) ' B !
@& ) &

& &' Bu# & 2P
i, ## )Y IBHIR &
2y ¢2 )8
& W)y B
) & X%
) o &(&W
BT 1B HH ) "
BCG) )&"&

- Y

1$1) &! HUR
&8 "

&N P * THE B
A
$ 8 $& HU%& "

$d)$ &9 ' @
- $By , B P
A I
Rb" $RY " OH "I
A& I 1B

) & # &YW (
#1683 # F&W
iy d

@ & ## 0O)
SH ' SN H# B

) DS BE'S
&¥Y) & & )$ W1
B'¥ " 3§ %8



L1 HI
e IS E&

$% ) § T | (BN "
"(8(_ $!l .&% $ !V \ﬁt
GBS % SIS0 e =5 g
% 6B, 4 "3$ B!V $,
$I" (#'1. DSE §
_ s & $! m
> = &# T & 1$519%
D B $IE)Y B &EPSIE
A & $ ' (.8 "$ $$
&% ' $% U Pz U
g )$! S S WHT
U T$e9g Ul$ & &'U " & |
$ 5" ! $r& § b 3! 5%
W % $ UISIY $§[ ,(% "@ : 3
#$#0 Y(U X "@' ®\)! "G &
AN 'H)! @R !
| 1s& &( U #% )l "@®
Uﬁ(%%lm&; Y T& "g@ '
T " P ST SRIU'S
' " & L5 mo§ rr$g R’
&\ )&% "$Z)"(& 'S bsbs
$ T WS U "® $! 49
BV W g K% UIS H(
& vim 9 5%# b "V S
CRLCI U DR X8l )z
) $ L&Y @S "YU | (WS
$( & $U Y@ % 8% "YU ! "(
518 & W $ &Y e &' $yl U
$ b$' & U " $ 3! K%
ug( U ¥ "o "
! $$ %
1 lc U ¢ uw U W "o
3 $ B! % SH $ED
$ A& SEsH \) ! 5%
& $(& " 18 %% a8 &
2%6 e Y ' $@)! WUl
o B 68 |
LR I # SUTS)! " (
'$$ ¥ s " Y 3.
LAY I % B S
5 # 'S $%)! "2& "&
;)$!( ( %% U L& "%
%. " 1 && . '
Us fy( 18 &% $ 9! .1$%§!$
( $& ) d "SIy "u
&U! "@8 Th#e
& Ul "(4E 1" | B

'@ $&v " p!$H(
PR #):



8 |

&R
RS &
2E 3@

&S (49!
H# IR H(
$I1¢ K $

RJGRR

L& 10
0! 'kE &6
@ '§ $&0
TP
PR F(L'S S
1TEO) &) <
@ 2PBEP

TN
8P (LSS
1#) & 880
"# ' BS
X¥$ aBe
#H& 1B &
S ! &S
S R B((
B QP
, & G
RO CE(
8$$

#H's 0 Kes!
I LBk
1802 R @46
BASIGE L
196§ B
¢) S &89
'$! s R
! 1S 1$C
LRS!
8 3@

1§ WK &
O R X WL
|1 ObHgT M &,
W<@ * RPN
L OU  er's
5 1HBE & 048
@ Ke

4 g1
R T )
$& $HR
21N &

AL "# LIRS B!
(' $'®  T(SH
H, 9% $!&$ ) %G
RHR M (& &BS

* UG GE W &R
&' $ &NB8H)HS&(&
Y IgH 4 R&

# 1% 88 ( @B#E&
TETERE: - ¥

8L( #&!

@l eigeda N

& BL& & &

& &R ¥
L& IS O ¢ (B!

g 1 $I8(l'S B &
&P 1@ P &E&K
R0 RS SHE & ¥
*HE ! Q&K (D
9S$'s || ¥

S8\ (& B @D
®wB (&

'l RS BF S

(R1:-3

£I(B0x(" " B6F S
Wk 'H "L
$B.( SR O SRS

P* "B R& B &P
PR D! S 0% R ($
R VS RD !
#&$ ' #'1(JGR O '

B $* B! &'’ R

' RE Ség! §aEm(
BAEE $0 |

PSS " s # P '8
g ., $RG S T R(
1$& . 'BSI"EBEY

R B B! |

HSS NG B 6 R
S S C'I) &

& YREE &@'$
(&S ! 0384 $ A &
RS ., &F(
Y IO IR

#'P% ' &' K
BN & HAE'
SI® B 'R S
EWES (

B & B §&SB

S 'R DK(P



# " |
B (($F)&
8 (&6 (&) )
b - $8%
H kS ! &&

A

%, )% O
X 0!
50 (P
*EAYH @
(806 & *
oot %
&% ) ( &
&%  (*(O#
> +%PUW %
"% ) %o+
5 WU 868K 986
+'()%E (996 )
() EP 88
) B (
| QB S
%'&9) (" (&
0! & ('
* ’*_ )&
¢ )&%
RS & S
) |

X % $ R
&8 (  &*%
NRB )L &
D (B 6%
% &3 SS
M &%) &
\a _n *ux
B¢ B &
&Y )"
( & &k
Rt "(!
) - % )%
VD (%l a
, %% B 76 8
9% ! ( 98(
ana - ()N
[Z3X)) [

S ((E&T (% ARV
d: & " & &%
% v ¥
o) ! #HEH
& > % P& # &
%%d: &6 ( %
C (S (YA S (
& 0 @& ¢ (" (C.(cCd
(" v O
By ( ‘®a)H) %%
%S WS W
Fsr(). (0 ((&

W (Be# ( h
B"iH(® P&

* $§S. - %e O
, H&a( , 40'&(%:P

$"4) (% ( P " 0.
S ( (B )- #
G ! - R
)N $,)- %]
% Y% "% . P&
%BID: 8o (
W & R&{O%"MH 4
Y& (1) .$0%H 8B

Bl YRES  #E) P
rH+ *), Y&l)."
W& ()."# () # &
o9& ) L

n K

@S ( By ('R
X SR e
#+O0® ! (w&().").)
" eES (% )*( h
(IS &N (B (%
%h Gp2# W' (&

%] : (% Y8

U s . H 0% (
c %) ("3(S){ @b
(# ' *&%2 $p

) ASBVB ! Y0 (%

( (%% , ( )%" (%%
©p @ M F%

Wos A%+ - ("

¥ 3 S e #

( Y% :N# "y#&) (% (
V'@ " &, ) )

w5 % &1 Gp'2#

) # @) (W &

;B ®®H (!



B #" |
4B, B

)( &P 1)
HIER )! (B
9% 4B
8 ( |49

HO)( &'
o8 - () % (
CRAGRNY
)" ) (@B
LT

% OoA&! A
OC . #

H)( 0)&)!
WRo- ('S
) B0
)@ 6 (
e - (%
o-( 't $
CRNN
Yo 3 &¢)
&,09), @
B -( ()%
! ('HEB
+ W - (&
&' ( Hewr
H-(# H 9%
e )0 W
$)( ) e
o &M
e & &)
(! (& +
B 4
$ 2)D'$
NOE

 ( &S A
A% (# 'K+
o (8!
(#)(# D
&L (B
$# - F)(N
b (&)
A
&8B! %)(
& L #,0%
@ ())W
JOBE 3
o '9'P
® DA%
)&% |, )%

&o%q ) W#l

) K, & ! Fp
&M A% () (#

g

% & ), Wb

seat# Y () #)(-C ) @
@ # oW

(B!, Wy LA

-@ ()0 H# @D

| BE DO .18}

1'$ LA B0 #OH

AR ) | # &

| IN@B!, Wy | #8
41 ), LA+ & (
NE LAST 1 (!

- Pl A ) (#, D
B)%c! () (%, ! 4(10!
V) & s B %
4 C@ &b @A P
A3 ()M (W &
1y - B, "M
- @& IS 9@
#HABS!, WHEO B
$ )%+ &-®! p#,
(DE(C '#  )%) (‘¢!
P BEA$E )0
044 (& (% YHesf
I 4 EL"'A & & 9"
& 3 48 rueLu #
opE) 48 () #8''P
$% )’ H M
8!, W) &a q #
S)(HuH D # ! 4 FE
-0 (M) &E ) (
B!, WE#

& )8 b+ (F
W@ (H) ) BmE S F
Wl ('S 1+ W) AN
! L#e ' 8. (
&) & ! (388 (%
& ('@ €8,

411 $)H( F#
(H)YM' 1 % ) Q&
R N (A ¥'g )"l
(%= + (g &
D¢ & v



@3, 1, K
3 &1, RS
"o Froow
OO T UG R, 2
2"+ TS $ 'R 9!, 0
2%+ U @B 3% (&
46 2" '3 2 ‘¢ R (
s+ 2 ‘& ®, "' '8
&% T Db+ RS, O
'3 # (@21
Ny o | DR
! - % 38 %, o+
M S %' " 123"+ DAY
S @'( '3 & .1 ¢
¢ 9 ®e 49

1 +,
1" " DFE $$2L 0 %N
SO( 4 %1 1 (
DS, 3/ @ "D %O
1+, B $ ( 54 " "' "D
,F - #o %' " 2" AP
O GO G X DI' ®»3$" '3$(B
Y+ &988 3CWO 1/, 1
C+uE & $ '8 96w D
& ¥ v 1 M % R™
o NSB ‘98 , -9% 33 $
(O w( % "33 % W
#e.S '+ 3838 HP2Y
1, o " W3 1%,
" 123 4 $ !
& (" |
+ G ag &t opse U 1,1Q
2r 37 E+ % C
O T IS & %
S (1 SLCe T e
(" DE PO+ 1 "8 ", 3%
'3$( B Y& v HE& " DE
", SR &
I 1% A9+
3+ 800 % &' % D
b "6 D3+ 3
("' !‘& 2# Dm_+ﬂ |E%
4'@ '$ $ '++ 3 %- " "+ '
"HM & P ( & %
% $ 49 W'
2" % %
( " 6"
3 A D
(1 + 39"
"% 1@
e
% @S #



"% B
< & (1
B, 6" (& !
BI$ . R,&
B!6.!19H( &
0B+ HB4 *
R
, T OofH*
1% §0&S*" W
! $ 9 K8
I )
01" W
SRR S

NEC IR
4 148, < €6
CER R IR
- 17
1$ 0 1$( B
&L
e g
O* 1"& 388
* ol "$
oligh | 1R #
BR- 068, !
$&'t %0
TR
26 * %0
(" &
B &
9% & P
(&' "84
| 9 @
% """ & B /
B4+ (0 BR
[*(6 (& "

08 " " (V>
% 8RS
*1 Bl (1&

MR S
N0QH(& .1 !
@ (

SEW0! &
1581 (0%
B0
' BAES | O
& 18

P ®

Q

) (8 H | IRS3H
B ' SR 8

0 LIGRU(' [R"+Igr
(8O § *aE ! "R
& ME'S ). Sh* "R
D S, | KRB B
9 . SFIU(USeE !

ST RIS F A
I BP0 BB!* (. !
&0, G 8% 1"
JHO @R &/
BAIHR& .1 ((* $8b* . 1B
§O8' L1 H(@*" BRI .
%8240 * ( (a3 (. !
& (& $&*' " Bl (T
| 8@ &) &+ | #+'(# &
CI I R W ]
4"He @ @os'  l+&x "
R *BHESE $" "3
y* & &P DMEB !
§og'  .1%B B( OB
ER) .1 14", 34,).0 BoHl*
@ "I"DVRE | 1+ &
BB & &, !

GRG + B>
BB 808
MR BH'S
#1)(6'( 8BI0(8 GOS8

P E'S 1% S S !

& 0 I

Lo

" ("%H& ! R B, &>
i AR 7 R Z S SR
$* (& "1 TEHGF
*"&' *"’:KM&' *"1 /$~Idc(
os,"& $1* (("HSB) (I’
G .18 1+15%6! ("0
(% B <"(.& "9

(G, g ! %"
A (" W& (!
Y IHER .Y (0!

B /). KK /% ("
JL( L B BRaAg 18R
48 ! " o0®@ /(% B

ik



¥ W(( #& '#S &#N%

& (" # 4 ER’#(#H
+ (% (# #<H * (! &( BH#!
BB S ! # | (1" "1 & # *#D# ' W
M (% ( ewd #, | & ' #
# () & # 1 (! " -& &# B
B - 6389 B HS&H " &
! $ 1H #
o & < #! ’ #&( &#gz"# (#e
$ &+ ! & $## M #, 7R 1
H o (1 $ "SI H # H#HCRI"#
) #C ( #'&#" " (%9
( ( #4 (D# &E# ! (% (
wOH% I 9 ( X \(##
P, &8 # O O#S ## B %I
& A% -& Bo(#1' "1 & ) "R
bo# xa8 (1B (W-6
- & &l % '8 8 &! " I(#&!"
B- L@ 0B (H#t # # 0§ Rs#
A& & (% g(# ("# @ +@)&-
O CBE &0 & (& ¢ * (! &
B (SEB (10 + %
Ho! O #R
& H#' 1 #  $( W& A
(R Z## | (# &' & 1*
( ( (L HY SB#S &Y
S obsH &" ! B L H (#
CoXE $ (" (!
# R ( ® (< %WS$ &
6 (! % - $ H &(# (I (%
S N O OK! ## !
#HD& (#q & HH#H& R  1*&BE,
D (#& #& & | OREBH(
D&#H- B B® & !'*
< (0% (
B& 1 H!  # [
6#& & !
NN \
1Y) . A ]
& '*IN # [ ] —
w $ 15 1&% "(+ DW ## <KYa
$ ( % ( )&##L ;W D
| Bl# $% T %RE WS
b# RRA(# +% #( Lot M
B A (& o (e & (!
@ !'B38% (6xE&PH (6
8! % (Bkdt 9B 'S (- ##(K# B
o %9H && ® # "B (# &
(rH %l (B ! s (&+("
#%BH | #1 (A8 %X
#(

) I # L ( w !



B
B OFH

/' +

B @ *0b)
(98 (
) 26
gy
03 '0,%)
(%) .
£ & (F @6)#!
* 1) 9Bk
6", § 12
' I I
) 86-" 134K, "
Y *$
DI i
4 @
o6 (B' |
/') )
* ) 82
&'+ FO #

&
FY 0 BB
$ Qo )Bb
(D). *0.
*ik #l"
* () o#
39" )&
1. " 10 W
B ) & %o
. 90# B 2
Go (¢ * #
pCl) 4

o ¥
)*! 6(\' *
FSHHO NS
*0 *%0 8 )
D < I 12
o
&)
(& %!,
. gy

G FED
H

$6 H+ *3JI
Br+5 ) )M (1),
fromee )y e

B B, S
| HSG Y,
) B e

0)H'$8 )7 #+ "W
HE () W&

& * ' X)) QFu/r B

#$ HE ) )P
WELO)IK % &( %

L /% AT ) )) HR 4 D

£OT) )T NN %
) (8 03 )y
/' 958 6

I EREEN -~ R
IM/ ) JE') )() 8 (%
% ) I&OpE  EF IR )
e MR 6 +
(. (& (", 3
&) % (' @ " P%
(* PSR [+ )
"1&) 0% ) I ))&
*IQOE /1) 1 (Rt ')
R LR
&P ! = H *C (B
PR 2/ Y
R S 5 (' (f% px
[,$+ ) *$ ™= 0% (!. &
I'$ 10" &('30 )
) ) VNED63 0
R4 ) ) YPd H4E
[P

)% K')') o

" '+)|*& * % ec' @* ') ) *

O, *# (B )'&
BHO Y 1+) ) - M S
g0 ¥ )ER)H ' |
o )l 8) ¢

WS )Y &%

B * 1 o mx

1) #) & ). L),
), )% )") * .0 ) -#
BEUr F )N &

Bt /&" ($0 * )& W
YO e 3,
&#% % ))& 4 B
o, , 0t g

*|



Ly 1™







